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Chapter PI 18

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION STANDARDS

PI 18.01 Purpose and applicability PI 18.06 Submisslon of high school gradu-
PI 18.02 Definitions ation standavds policies
PI 18.63 gligé\ school graduation stan-

ards

PI 18.04 Accommodations for pupils with
exceptional educational inter-
ests, needs, or requirements

PI 18.01 Purpose and applicakility. The purpose of this chapter is to
establish course requirements to meet the graduation standards outlined
in s, 118.33, Stats., including accommodations for pupils with excep-
tional educational interests, needs, or requirements; to establish proce-
dures by which boards will submit reports deseribing the boards’ policies
on high school graduation standards to the department; and to establish
procedures by which those policies are certified by the board and re-
viewed by the state superintendent, and by which equivalent policies are
approved by the state superintendent,

History: Cr. Register, January, 1985, No. 349, eff. 2-1-85.

PI 18,02 Definitions. In this chapter:

(1) “Board”’ means the school board or board of education in charge of
the schools of a school district.:

{2) “Course” means study which has the fundamental purpose of de-
veloping the knowledge, concepts, and skills in a subject.

" {8) “Credit” means the credit given for successful completion of a
school term of study in one course in thie high school grades that meets
daily for a normal class period or the equivalent established by the
board,

(4) “Department’’ means the department of public instruction.

(6) “Fquivalent graduation policy’’ means a board policy which meets
the credit requirements specified for each subject area, but which permits
selected equivalent courses as long as such courses contain the time allot-
ment and substantially the same objectives to develop the knowledge,
concepts, and skills of the course for which an equivalent is proposed.

(6) “High school diploma” means a document granted by the board to -
a pupil upon suceesshizl completion of a high school program meeting the
requirements outlined in this chapter and those requirements established

* by the hoard.

(7) ““High school grades’ means grades nine throngh twelve.

(8) “Pupils with exceptional educational interests, needs, or require-
ments” includes children with exceptional educational needs as defined
under s. 115.76 (3}, Stats., gifted and talented children as determined by
the board, limited-English speaking pupils as defined under s. 115,955,
Stats,, transfer pupils, pupils as provided in s, 118.15 (1) (d), Stats., and
other pupils with exceptional educational interests, needs, or require-
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ments as specified under a board program submitted to the state superin-
tendent for approval under s. PI 18. 04 (3)

(9) “State supermtendent” means the supermtendent of publie in-
struction for the state of Wisconsin,

(10} “Transfer puprls means those pupils transfer1 ing durmg the high
school grades from a private school as defined under 5. 115.01 (Ig},
Stats,, from a home-based private educational program as defined under
s. 115.01 (1r), Stats., or from an out-of-state school,

History: Cr. Register, January, 1985, No, 349, off. 2-1-85.

18.03 High school graduation siandards. (1) COURSE REQUIREMENTS.
- Beginning September 1, 1988, a board may not grant a high school di-
ploma to any pupil unless the pupll has earned a m:mmum of 13.5 credits
m the hlgh school grades as follows:

(a) 4 credlts of Enghsh which incorporate instruction in wntten com-
-munication, oral communiecation, grammar and usage of the Enghsh lan—
guage, and literature )

(b) 3 cred1ts of soclal studies which mcorporate instruction in state and
loeal government,

(¢) 2 credits of mathematics which incorporate 1nstruct10n in the
properties, processes, and symbols of arithmetic and elements of algebra;
geometry, and statisties, ‘

{d) 2 credits of science which incorporate mstructlon in the blologlcal
seiences and physical sciences,

{(e) 0.5 credit of computer science whlch incorporates instruction in
problem solvmg, compute1 applications, and the social impact of com-~
puters,

) 1.5 credits of physmal edueation which incorperate instr uction in
the effects of exercise on the human body, health related physical fitness,
and activities for lifetime use. :

(g) 0.5 credit of health education which incorporates mstructlon in
-personal family, commumty, and envaronmental health '

(2) ADDITIONAL CREDITS. In addition to the mlmmum course reqmre—
: ments outlined in sub. (1), the state supemntendent encourages boards to

require a minimym of 8.5 additional eredits in vocatlonai educatlon, for-
- ¢ign languages, fine arts, and other courses. -

HISIOI‘} Cr, Reglster, January, 1985 No. 349, eff. 2-14 85 : - i ] ‘

PI 18.04 Accommodalions for pupils with exceptional cducatmnal inter-
ests, needs, or requirements. Education programs for high school gradua-
tion may be provided to accommodate puplls w1th exceptlonal educa-
tional interests, needs, or requirements. . :

(1) Education programs to accommodate puplls with exceptmnal edu-
cational interests, needs, or requirements shall: :

(a) State the specific nature of the exceptmnal educational interests,
needs, or requirements;
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{b)} State how the propdsed program will respond to the exceptional
educational interests, needs, or requirements;

(c) State how the education program will address each of the require-
ments in s, 118,33, Stats, and s. PI 18.03 (1),

(2) Placement in a program under 5. 115.85, Stats., meets the require-
ments in s, PI 18.04 (1).

(8) Programs to accommodate pupils with exeeptional educational in-
terests, needs, or requirements other than those under s. 115.85, Stats.,
shall be approved by the state superintendent.

(4) Successful completion of an education program under sub. (1) or
(2) may result in issuance of a diploma.

History: Cr, Register, January, 1985, No, 349, eff. 2-1-85.

PI 18.05 Submission of high school graduation standards policies. (1) By
July 1, 1988, each board operating a %ngh school shall submit to the state
superintendent, on forms provided by the department, a report describ-
ing the board’s high school graduation policies governing diplomas which
§ha111(})e granted subsequent to September 1, 1988, Such policies shall
include:

(a} The courses the board has approved as meeting the course require-
ments outlined in s, PI 18.63 (1) including the course descriptions.

(b) The number of clock hours of instruetion required to earn one
credit in the courses the board has approved as meeting the course re-
quirements outlined in s. PI 18.03 (1).

{¢) The education programs for pupils with exceptional educational
interests, needs, or requirements.

(d) The activities approved by the board under s. 118.33 (1) (b}, Stats.

{2) The board shall notify the state superintendent whenever changes
are made in its high shool graduation policy.

(3) The board shall certify to the state superintendent that its high
school graduation policy is in compliance with the requirements under s,
118,33 (1), Stats., and this chapter; or the board shall request approval
of its high school graduation policy under sub. (5} as equivalent to the
requirements under s. 118.33 (1), Stats.

(4) The state superintendent may pemodlcaily review the boards’ high
school graduation policies and shall notify any board not in compliance
with the requirements in s, 118.33 (1), Stats., and this chapter. The state
superintendent shall identify the changes necessary to achieve compli-
ance.

(5} The state superintendent shall approve any board’s high school
%i':)idgatlon policy that is equwalent to the requirements under s. 118.33
tats

History: Cr. Register, January, 1985, No. 349, eff, 2-1-85,
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